
IPSWICH HOSPITAL NHS TRUST 
CARDIOLOGY USER GROUP 

Meeting held Wednesday  14 June 2017 at 2:00pm 
in Clinic ‘G’ Seminar Room 

 
Present:-  Keith Cockrill (Chair), Graham Noble, Diane Marriott, Ana Boyain, Martin Cooper, Paul Venables, Yvonne 
Hay (Minutes) 
 
Apologies: - Nick Wight, Fiona Sawyer, Pippa Wilson 
 
Notes: 
 
Matters arising from the Minutes dated 12 April 2017:- 
Minutes from last meeting agreed. 
 
Cardiology User Group poster was sent around to all members.  All agreed that it looked very good. 
 
Keith has not yet been able to gain access to CCG.  There was an open meeting that might have been a useful way to 
make some connections but Keith was unable to attend.  The group had strong links to the PCT in the past but this 
seems to have been lost with the formation of the CCG and it seems that patient representation within the CCG has 
become a tick box exercise where patient opinion is not taken into account. 
 
ICD Business Case Update: 
A business case was submitted to NHS England at the end of last year   for implantation and follow up of ICDs to be 
done locally for the benefit of patients, development of skills and financial benefit.  Commissioning of funding lies 
with NHS England but the business case can only be accepted by them with approval from Papworth as the tertiary 
centre. 
 
Approval from Papworth is still awaited and appears to have been delayed due to the overall effect on finances for 
the new Papworth development.  If Papworth give the go ahead, the case will then have to back to NHS England for 
approval.  Colchester and Basildon Hospitals are keen to support wherever possible.  We already have the expertise 
for implantation, there would need to be a period of mentoring. 
 
CRT devices are currently not implanted at Ipswich Hospital either, not even as an emergency.  If a patient requires 
implantation of CRTD this will involve a stay in IHT until a bed is available at Papworth.  Implantation of CRTD locally 
has also been included in the business case for the benefit of the patient. 
 
Approval of the business case will help to support the next development stage for Cardiology as a whole. The five 
year plan will look at provide locally, all cardiac services that can be provided outside a tertiary centre. 
 
Keith has written a letter on behalf of Heartbeat and the Cardiology User Group to request support from Members 
of Parliament etc. and has asked for support with suggestions of how to word a covering letters.  Members will e-
mail their thoughts to Keith but three main points to be included would be:- 
 

 Better outcomes for patients medically 

 Better outcomes for patients from travel perspective 

 Better outcomes for IHT for attracting and retaining staff 
 
 
Cardiac Matters:- 
Nothing reported 
 
Diagnostic Reports:- 
Some waiting times are up but this could be because the department is two members of staff down at present.  
There is also a machine that is out of action at the moment but it is hoped that the new probe will arrive next week.  
More slots will be opened to reduce waiting times. 
 



Rehabilitation:- 
Fiona Sawyer has sent figures to Keith but he was unable to access them for the meeting (Fiona’s Figures attached 
with these Minutes). 
 
Cardiac and Stroke:- 
Cardiology fully support new scanner for stroke services although this has no real impact on Cardiology.  The key 
issue is to prevent stroke in the first place by aggressively treating atrial fibrillation with diagnosis and appropriate 
anticoagulation. 
 
Graham will find out through IHUG what the progress is with the scanner. 
 
IHUG Report:- 
 
Human Factors training has been rolled out. 
 
Refurbishment work is due to commence on Brantham Ward. 
 
A sub-group has been set up to review the Self Administration of Medicines Policy. 
 
There was a presentation given by the Transformation Team regarding looking at the prevention of deconditioning. 
 
There is a meeting at the end July regarding End of Life for anyone who would like to attend. 
 
Any other business:-   
Heartbeat members are becoming more interested, things are changing and are much better.  Diane will feedback 
and promote CUG as more members are needed. 
 
Heartbeat is still looking for a new Treasurer. 
 
Graham Noble has agreed to take on the role of Vice Chairman for the Cardiology User Group. 
 
Graham will manage invites to meetings and alert those who may be interested in attending. 
 
Meeting closed at 3:00pm 
 
 
 

Date of next meeting Wednesday 12 July  2017 
 

Clinic ‘G’ Seminar Room at 2:00pm 


