
 

 

 

IPSWICH HOSPITAL NHS TRUST 

CARDIOLOGY USER GROUP 

Meeting held Wednesday 10 April at 2 pm 

In Clinic ‘G’ Seminar Room 

 

Welcome and Apologies: 

 

Present: Keith Cockrill (Chair), Peter Marriott, Diane Marriott, David Whight, Martin Cooper, 

  Graham Noble, Fiona Sawyer, Ann Jones, Julie Hammond (minutes) 

Apologies: None received 

 

Approval and Matters Arising from Minutes from 13 March 2019 

 

Minutes from last meeting agreed apart from a query on heart failure target – 60%.  Ann Jones 

explained best practice tariff was 60%.  Obviously 100% would be better but down to resources.   

 

R-test machines – Sam Clarke had, last week, done a presentation of the ones purchased.  The 

machines had to wait for Asset Management and were going to start to be used today, 10 April 

2019. 

 

Exercise Bike – On order 

 

Cardiac Rhythm Management (CRM) Support Group – next meeting 5 June 2019, to be advertised 

in the PULSE magazine.  It was suggested that any abbreviations must be spelt out for patients (put 

in full) i.e. CRM. 

 

Rehabilitation 

 

Management/support not moved forward, still using two systems – Fiona chasing this.  Numbers of 

patients were down but this was a national problem which is probably due to complex medical 

problems, lack of referrals and Papworth move.  The Papworth move was imminent and estimated 

to be complete by June. 

 

As heart failure can affect any age group, including some as young as 30 going to Papworth for 

bypass, it was felt to have a “Younger Persons” Heartbeat Group, with a younger person willing to 

run it making it beneficial for the patients and families.  Peter and Diane Marriott were to take this 

suggestion back to Heartbeat for them to agree on the idea and to help with funding.  Fiona Sawyer 

and Ann Jones are going to collect the names of young patients affected in this way, including email 

addresses, and at the next meeting decide on a date and venue for this to come together.   

 

  



Heart Failure 

 

A Service Provision meeting for Heart Failure is going to take place on 30 April, with Wendy Webb, 

sponsored by Novartis to include new pathways, the patient journey, GPs, the hospital and 

resources. Entresto (Novartis drug) for heart failure patients has given much improvement in 

symptoms for heart failure patients.   

 

The need for a full time inpatient Heart Failure Nurse was discussed as only reaching 60% target for 

review for inpatients. 

 

There needs to be a simpler way for GPs to refer to the Heart Failure Team, whether to the hospital 

or community. 

 

Diagnostic Reports 

 

There has been an increase in the number of inpatient echoes being requested, up to 41 in a day on 

one occasion.  Unfortunately no one from diagnostics was available at the meeting. 

  

IHUG Report 

 

Graham Noble attended the IHUG meeting which cover: 

 Quality Improvement including e-learning courses.   

 End of Life Care Meeting (useful for hospital staff and patients) to review literature and help 

given to patients and families before and after death.   

 End of life management. 

 

End of Life Meeting to take place in the Lecture Theatre on Thursday 16 May, 13:30-15:30 for 

Ipswich Hospital staff, Ambulance staff, Hospice, GPs and many user groups. 

 

Any Other Business 

 

Discussion took place regarding patient’s medications when coming into hospital via A&E.  It is 

standard practice for patients to be taken off all drugs until a decision is made by a consultant what 

medication the patient should be on.  Warfarin was highlighted and also Entresto, a drug which 

takes months to up-titrate for the patient to benefit, as dangerous drugs to be taken off. 

Graham Noble will be attending the next IHUG meeting and will high light the groups concerns 

regarding medication. 

 

Keith Cockrill is to meet with Dr David Bloore to discuss the above concerns, and the heart failure 

tariffs. 

 

Meeting closed at 15:20. 

 

Date of next meeting Wednesday 8 May 2019, Clinic G Seminar Room at 14:00. 
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